SASSAXIAN  COINS.                                     53

No. 10. There is a choice gold piece of this type in
the British Museum (weight, 131 grs.), an engraving of
which is to be found in the Numismatic Chronicle, vol.
xv., the design of which has been reproduced by Dr.
Mordtmann in PI. x. of the Zeitschrift for 1854.

No. 11.    Plate L, fig. 11.

Coin of the same king of a similar character, in billon,
The legends are coarser, and necessarily less complete.
A second more legible specimen in the Brit. Mus. supplies
the following reading :

Mazdwan Bagi Artahshatr Malkdn Malkd.

The variations in the types of ArdesmYs coins will be
seen to Illustrate, in curious completeness, the progressive
extension of his dominions. As step by step he exter-
minated the surviving branches of the Arsacidan dynasty,
he marked each conquest by the reproduction of the
typical emblems of the fallen monarchy on the new issues
of public money. In effect, he seems to have aimed at a
numismatic exhibition of a series of royal portraits, not
the likeness of his own ancestors, but the conventional
effigies of the enemies of his race, from whom he
eventually regained the old dominion of Darius, com-
mencing with his first great success over Vologeses, the
reigning king of the southern division of the Parthian
dominions, and ending with the triumphant recovery of
the sacred Fire- temple of Atropatene and the rest of their
domains from the Armenian Arsacidse, an event which
is further commemorated in the extant bas-relief at
Salmos,42 where Ardeshir and his son Sapor are depicted

42 Ker Porter, PL Ixxxii. vol. r.p. 597; Flandin, PL cciv., ccv.